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The spoken word is definitive!
Speech on the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
given on the occasion of the Swiss soirée held in honour of the Heads of State and Government of the countries invited to Evian on the occasion of the G8 summit Federal Councillor Moritz Leuenberger Head of the Federal Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications 

Lausanne, 31 May 2003
Next December, the World Summit on the Information Society will be held in Geneva. We are very honoured that Switzerland has been chosen to be the host country for this UN-Summit. We are also aware of our responsibilities and our government is committed to doing all it can to make the Summit a success.  

This Summit has set itself some ambitious aims: it will have to define and establish the legal, economic, technical and also the political framework for universal access to information and communication networks.

Today, cultural and economic exchanges are virtually impossible without access to the amazing opportunities of the information society. The digital divide between the North and South must be bridged, as it constitutes a major obstacle to economic and social development. 

A major topic for the Summit is network security, as the multitude of databases has made our society very vulnerable.  

In addition, the Summit will deal with the topics of the media, the free flow of information – a basic right – and the promotion of local content in a globalised culture.  

Indeed, this Summit wishes to celebrate cultural and linguistic diversity, transparency and good governance. It will not be a Summit devoted exclusively to information and communication technologies. The content of the information society, i.e. the cultural and political dimension, are much more critical. This content is generated and expressed in the various societies and different cultures in the world, not in a globalised culture with its uniform messages. The Summit will not, therefore, be a celebration of globalisation. On the contrary: it will celebrate diversity and different cultures.  

The Summit is breaking new ground, not just in terms of content, but also in terms of its architecture: alongside the speeches, round table discussions, the adoption of a policy declaration and an action plan, there will be a “forum for ideas” – an intense debate between representatives of governments, the business sector and civil society. This dialogue is essential, since as governments we cannot solve the problems on our own: we need support and ideas from civil society, as well as the skills and financial resources of the private sector.  

The fact that the Summit is being held in two stages, first in Switzerland in December, then in Tunisia in 2005, is an illustration of our wish to initiate a process rather than a one-off event – a process which starts in a country of the North, in Europe, and which continues on in a country of the South, in the Islamic world.  

This Summit needs new ideas and requires a lot of preparatory work. We have made a good start, but we need the cooperation of all countries and every government. This is a World Summit, a UN-Summit… not a Swiss Summit organised by our government!

So, in order for it to succeed, the Summit needs you. The President  of our Confederation, Mr Couchepin, has asked you to join the “Friends of the Summit”, whose aim is to promote this Summit. Please encourage your friends and colleagues, your fellow Heads of State, to commit themselves to assist actively in the preparation of this Summit.

Finally, it is a great pleasure for me to invite you personally to come to Geneva in December. Your presence will give the Summit a special resonance. But it will also enable you to enrich the debate with your valuable experience and to share with us your thoughts and strategies concerning a development which will affect the lives of all our people.

I would like to express my deep gratitude for your support and commitment to making this Summit of the UNO a success; you will be making a decisive contribution to its content  and thereby to its success.  
